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There is a legend in the Yorkshire
village of Brompton that their one-time
squire frightened the wits out of his
coachman by launching him into the air
in a primitive flying machine, half-a-
century before the Wright brothers first
flew at Kitty Hawk.

The squire was Sir George Cayley.
When Anglia Television produced a docu-
mentary about Sir George, they set out
to prove his theories with the aid of
replicas created from his notes and
sketches. They succeeded in re-enacting
that legendary flight, with a remarkable
machine which surpassed the most san-
guine expectations of its performance.
CIBA-GEIGY wood glues were used in the
construction of all the replicas

“A prophet is not without honour, save in
his own country.” There can be few men for
whom that statement is more appropriate than
it is for Sir George Cayley (1773-1857). This
scholarly Yorkshire baronet presaged our era
of flight at a time when his contemporaries
were exploiting the newly created canal
transport system—their eclipse by the railways
had barely begun when he died.

Perhaps it is because his ideas were so far
ahead of his time that they were almost
totally ignored, and his achievements re-
mained unrecognised for nearly a century after
his death. Even now, when almost every
schoolboy knows the achievements of Orville
and Wilbur Wright, few even know the name
of Sir George Cayley.

Thankfully, the bulk of his manuscripts
survived to be discovered by the late J. E.
Hodgson, who was perhaps the first to
recognise his true stature in aeronautical
history and to make it more widely appre-
ciated. He was instrumental in having the
Cayley papers deposited in the Royal Aero-
nautical Society’s Library, where they are now
accessible for serious study.
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Among those who have devoted such study
to them are his noted champion and bio-
grapher, Charles H. Gibbs-Smith, and Com-
mander John Sproule who has for many
years made exhaustive studies of Cayley’'s
ideas and has successfully proved their
validity with the aid of flying models.

Cdr Sproule's interest in Sir George was
sparked by that legend of the frightened
coachman, with which he first became
familiar as a young employee of Slingsby
Sailplanes at Kirbymoorside in 1936. As so
often happens, that interest lay dormant for
several decades until it was adequately re-
stimulated by acquaintance with the writings
of Gibbs-Smith' and Capt J. Laurence
Pritchard who, in 1961, published the first
biography of Sir George Cayley”.

In a paper® recently published in the Aero-
nautical Journal, Cdr Sproule writes: “Being
very familiar with the Cayley country around
Brompton and his Scarborough birthplace, it
was fascinating to speculate where Sir George's
inspiration had come from. . . | am quite
certain that the happy chance that Sir George
was born on the north Yorkshire coast played
a great part in directing his thoughts to the
possibilities of human winged flight. Anyone
who has visited the windy resort of Scar-
borough will be familiar with the squadrons of
gulls which glide so elegantly on motionless
wings along the steep cliffs only a few feet
away from the spectator. | have watched the
Scarborough gulls wheel and soar for hours
myself—they look at you and wink as if to say
‘what fun this is"—and | am convinced that
their ancestors were the spark which set the
young and imaginative Cayley off on his fifty
years of aeronautical experiment.

“One other happy circumstance of Cayley's
birth and youth at Scarborough | am also quite
sure of, and this was the presence of the
seaport, which in Sir George's time would
abound with sailing ships of all kinds. Here
was the only technology, apart from the wind-






